From the Editors:
"1 am always sorry when any language is lost, because languages are the pedigrees of

nations."- Samuel Johnson

“Wer fremde Sprachen nicht kennt, weif3 nichts von seiner eigenen.” —Goethe

Beginning with its first symposium in 2004, Linguapax Asia has based its work on the
two guiding maxims from Samuel Johnson and Goethe: the protection of linguistic
heritage and the necessity in the modern world for plurilingualism. Joining these two
pivotal points has been the organization’s engagement with peace and human rights with
a focus on Asia---thus forming the Linguapax Asia title.

The following texts have been gleaned from the Linguapax Asia symposia from 2004 to
2009. While the full programmes of each conference can be viewed at the Linguapax
Asia website (www.Linguapax-Asia.org), length constraints required that the editorial
board select those submissions that more fully addressed the mission of Linguapax Asia
and the Linguapax Institute in Barcelona.

The editorial board has arranged the texts chronologically and, in most cases, by the
topics of linguistic hertitage, plurlingualism, and language rights connected with human
rights and peace. It is hoped that readers will become engaged with the issues discussed
and the importance of language to human identity and humanity itself.

Overview of the Proceedings

The opening symposium at the United Nations University in 2004 had as its theme
“Language Diversity/Language Ecology.” The symposium was inaugurated by an in-
depth look at the revitalization of the endangered Warrongo language in Northeast
Australia. Prof. Dr. Tasaku Tsunoda and Dr. Mie Tsunoda presented their extensive
work in documenting the last native speaker of Warrongo and their project in passing on
the language to younger generations. Documentation of endangered minority languages
through innovative video means was the focus of Herta Maurer-Lausegger’s presentation
---looking at the Slovene minority in Carinthia, Austria---a project developed by Dr.
Lausegger to preserve linguistic and ethnic heritage.

The following year (2005), The Embassy of Canada hosted a symposium focussed on
“Language in Society and the Classroom: Preserving Hertitage and Supporting
Diversity”. Dr. Kazuko Matsumoto detailed the impact of language contact in Palau, and
how changing political realties shaped (and do shape) the Palauan language.
Deconstructing the image of a homogenous nation, Dr. John Maher of International
Christian University described the various linguisticand ethnic groups that make up
present-day Japan in his informative discussion on “The Nine Languages of Japan.” Kip
Cates, one of the originators of the Linguapax Asia concept, showed parallels between
language, language education, and global understanding.


http://www.linguapax-asia.org/

“Who Owns Language?” was the theme of the 2006 symposium at the University of
Tokyo. Can one have multiple linguistic identities? This issue was addressed by Mong
Lan, artisit and poet, in presenting poems highlighting her Vietnamese and American
backgrounds. From another point of view, Saran Shiroza from the University of Tokyo
described a variety of English developing in Japan and its impact on both Japanese and
standard English. One of the highlights of the symposium was the presentation of Dr.
Fernand De Varennes on how language can be a source of conflict and language
protection legislation in Asia.

For many individuals, the language of their religion forms part of their identity. The
2007 conference,” Language, Religion and Ethnicity”, explored the interface of English
and Japanese in Dr. Charles De Wolf’s presentation on “Christian Japanese.” Dr. Marek
Kaminski’s work among Ainu communities in Japan discussed mythology, language,
and the endangered Ainu language in the north of Japan and his project to collect folk
tales as a means of revitalization and the study of language.

The 2008 symposium on “Language and Propaganda” saw a wide range of papers
detailing the connection of language with political propaganda. Conductor and composer
Steven Morgan demonstrated how the language of music could act as a channel of peace
in describing Daniel Barenboim’s East-West Divan Orchestra. Professor Shinji
Yamamoto’s paper focussed on the Friuli area of Italy and its linguistric minorities and
how they are politicized. Human rights activist Arudou Debito’s visually-enriched paper
showed how linguistic propaganda works to stigmatize the foreign population in Japan
by making it the “Other.” Both Dr. Robert Yoder and Dr. Donna Tatsuki looked
specifically at younger Japanese: how class groups are described and how textbooks
portray gender and various ethnic groups in Japan. The symposium’s emphasis on
language and propaganda was supported by the performance of Pinter’s play Mountain
Language directed by Cyrus Sethna which depicts what ensues when people can no
longer speak their own language. The use of film that combines language, sound, and
image to control populations was the subject of Dr. Kyoko Hirano’s paper on US policy
on Japanese cinema after World War 11. With India as its perspective, Dr. William Gater
analyzed G. A. Henty’s novels and the language of colonialism.

The 2009 symposium developed the connection between language and various forms of
human trafficking. Defining human trafficking and the Polaris project to report cases of
trafficking was the topic of Daniel Garrett, former human rights officer at the Embassy
of the United States in Tokyo. The final paper in these proceedings is the investigation
and documentation by Patricia and Jason Aliperti of trafficking of children in India and
the role language and education can play in eliminating the problem.

The editorial board would like to thank all the contributors to this publication and also
thank the Linguapax Institute for its generous support to make these proceedings
available to the public.

Jelisava Dobovsek-Sethna

Frances Fister-Stoga

Cary Duval
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Translated by Saran Shiroza



